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May Day 1 Alliance Manifesto 

Nevada County Supervisors:  

                                              Let’sIt's time to do the right 

thing 

Cannabis cultivation isn't coming to Nevada County. It's already here. In fact, it's 

been here for generations. We just call it the black market, unregulateddark 

grows, criminal conspiracies, underground economy, whileand the people 

involved are put down as criminals, hippies, trimmigrants and other derogatory 

names that give Nevada County a negative image. 

What if we could reverse that image? During their discussionWith an affirmative 

vote on May 1, the Nevada County Board of Supervisors can finally begin the 

process of actually permitting legal cannabis cultivation (as opposed to just 

perpetuating the status quo of black market grows that have created nuisances 

in our neighborhoodsdrained the economy here for years). 

May 1, the Board of Supervisors has the power to turn the black market into a 

farmers market, the underground economy into a job creation machine, 

unregulateddark grows into taxable cash crops, criminal conspiracies into 

collectives, trimmigrants into farm workers, and hippies into employees.  

Although it's unknown what the Board of Supervisors might do May 1, it is known  

the board has expressed interest inalready decided to only allowingallow 

medical cannabis cultivation in the county.  

Although Nevada County has a world-wide reputation foras growing high 

qualitythe finest kind of adult-use cannabis. Now, the Board of Supervisors could 

choosehas chosen to brand Nevada County as the source of the finest medical 

cannabis in the world, giving our farmers an edge in the competitive regulated 

marketplace. 

On May 1, the Nevada County Board of Supervisors will be discussing CEQA. We 

encouragehas the boardopportunity to choosedo the direction that is most 

responsible for the community. Let’s move forward with the pathway that saves 

taxpayer money, simplifies the bureaucratic process, best protects the county 

from litigation and expedites the adoption of the regulated marketplace. We 

know this can be done by taking the stateright thing. By passing what's called a 

"programmatic exemption offered in the newly adopted California," they could 

finally allow a limited number of cannabis farmers to grow legally. This would be 

a trial to test enforcement regulations. and to assess the potential impact on the 

environment.  
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May 1, is a turning point. This year's harvest hangs on it. WillWe are confident the 

supervisors continue to avoid the inevitable under legal pretext, or will they do 

what the voters wanted when they voted resoundingly June 2016 to lift the ban 

on legal cultivation -- more than 59 percent of the voters favored a defeat on 

Measure W. 

 

The June 2016 election brought out an impressive 68.25 percent of voters – and 

98.25 of them voted on Measure W. Measure W's proposed ban on outdoor and 

commercial grows went down by 59.45 percent.  

Clearly, cannabis is a big deal with Nevada County voters. And the clear 

majority of those voters made it clear: cannabis cultivation should be legal in this 

county. 

Prior to the Measure W defeat, Supervisor Dan Miller was quoted in the June 20. 

2016, edition of The Union newspaper: "If W does fail [which it did], we're 

obligated [emphasis added], and we've already told people we'll lift the ban 

after the vote is certified" 

The vote was certified, July 25, 2016.  Almost two years later, the ban is still in 

effect. The people are still waiting for a reasonable ordinance. 

Meanwhile, illegal grows continue to proliferate throughout the county, stealing 

water, polluting our environment, and distracting law enforcement from more 

critical duties (opioids, meth, domestic violence). 

By continuing to delay permitting and regulating legal cultivation, the Board of 

Supervisors is, in effect, perpetuating the very Wild West lawlessness the board is 

obligated (there's that word again) to eradicate. 

History shows the marijuana black market cannot be eradicated by law 

enforcement alone, but history can show the Nevada County Board of 

Supervisors solved the problem by permitting legalized cannabis cultivation.  

and driving the black market out of business. 

Since 2016, the Nevada County Cannabis Alliance has become a legitimate 

trade association with members eager to integrate with the greater business 

community. The Alliance is a member of both the Nevada City Chamber of 

Commerce and the Greater Grass Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

Medical cannabis plays an important part of Nevada County’s economic 

engine. Tax revenues could fund everything from drug abuse prevention and 

education, teachers’ salaries and schools, infrastructure and affordable housing, 

gigabit internet, or whatever the Board of Supervisors' constituents want. 

The Alliance has negotiated in good faith with the County to win our rights as 

legal medical cannabis growers under California State Law.  
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Medical cannabis is a cash bonanza for Nevada County. Tax revenues alone 

would range in the millions. Already known as a destination resort, the country 

would attract medical cannabis tourists, spawning a whole new support 

industry. Dozens of new businesses would open and hundreds if not thousands of 

new jobs would be created. The economy would boom and stay that way, 

because cannabis is not – like gold – going away. 

This new economy would fund everything from drug abuse prevention and 

education, teacher's salaries and schools, infrastructure and affordable housing, 

gigabit internet or whatever the Board of Supervisors' constituents want. 

Supervisors Ed Scofield, Dan Miller, Heidi Hall, Ed Scofield, Hank Weston and 

Richard Anderson, now is the time for you to usher in a new era of opportunity. 

Let’slive up to your obligation to the voters. May 1, we expect you to do the 

right thing for our community:  

Let our people grow! Let our community prosper! 
 

 


